are often found is formed from a single point of ossification. The attenuation of the skull is the simple result of pressure on the softened bone, as is shown by the holes existing only about the occiput, and corresponding exactly to the convolutions of the brain. That portion of the skull, too, is always affected on which the head rests, and which, consequently, is subjected to pressure from the brain within, and the pillow on which the infant reposes without. Not only the mere weight of the brain and its rapid growth concur to produce the attenuation of the skull, but its rhythmical movements also contribute to the same effect. These, then, are its proximate causes; its remote cause is to be found in the relatively small degree of development of the animal functions and of their organ, the brain, in the young of the human subject.
What, however, occasions that morbid softness of the bones of the skull, which allows of their being thus attenuated by pressure? The author, as we have already mentioned, considers it to be of rhachitic origin ; in many instances, indeed, signs of rickets existed in different parts of the body. Writers, indeed, have usually regarded infantile life as free from the attacks of rickets ; and have dated its commencement from the first, second, or third year of childhood. But Dr. Elsassar observes :
"According to the result of our observations, infancy enjoys no immunity from this disease; it is indeed of by no means rare occurrence, and, at any rate, is much more frequently met with than was commonly supposed. It manifests itself in infancy chiefly in softening of the cranial bones, and consequent thinning of the occiput. Craniotabes is the form which rhachitis assumes in infancy.
" This form of rickets having hitherto been overlooked, it necessarily followed that the real commencement of the rhachitic dyscrasia was not apprehended. It was erroneously supposed that the disease did not begin until the end of the first year of life, or even later; its commencement and its course were described only as they affected the rest of the skeleton, while the skull was either unnoticed, or was assumed to possess a kind of immunity from the disease.
" We have now presented our readers with an outline of this interesting monograph. We have no liking for hasty criticism, and therefore offer no comment on the writer's statements. They seem, however, to be made in all good faith, and as the result of careful investigation ; and we trust that the subject will engage the attention of others who are placed in a position for observing the diseases of children.
